


THE CENTRE ACADEMY
SCHOOLS

A leading educator recently
called the Centre Academy
Schools ‘the most successful
special needs schools in the UK
and, indeed, the most unique.

Here’s why:
--We accept a broad range of

ages: at Centre Academy London (day students) from 9 to 18; at
Centre Academy East Anglia (day and boarding) from 8 to 16;
this eliminates the anxiety, common to SEN children, of having

to move from one school to another.

HOW SUCCESSFUL ARE WE?

Very. Our students regularly achieve their potential. Tradi-

--We address an equally broad range of learning challengestionally, for example, university-bound Centre Academy

including Dyslexia, AD/HD, Dyspraxia, Asperger Syndromestudents have a 100 percent A-C pass level at

Speech and Language problems, to name a few.

GCSE in
English. Most take seven or eight GCSEs and it is a rare

--Admission is on a case-by-case basis; the Centre Academgccasion when they do not score A*-C in all of them.

Schools do not follow a ‘one size ts all’ approach.

—We ‘cap’ our enrolment to ensure very small classes; at Cg)_ur Middle School students receive athorough grounding in
London, a total of 60 students; at CA East Anglia, a total of 4d-téracy and Numeracy, with exceptionally small classes
students; most class sizes are 5 or 6 students, with signi cantcOmplemented by extensive one-to-one tutoring; virtually all

amounts of one-to-one instruction to complement classroom
work.
--We follow the National Curriculum from Key Stage 2 through

Middle School students go on to GCSE, Diploma or Life Skills
programs in the Upper School (Key Stage 4 and Sixth Form).

GCSE, and we also o er the Life Skills program for students whdPur Life Skills students frequently gain admission to college

are more vocationally oriented.

-- We are the only school

in the UK, including

mainstream schools, also

to o er the American

High School Diploma.

The Diploma, the

gateway to university, is

not examination-based

but instead involves a

system of continual

assessment, thus reduc-

ing pressure and anxiety.

At the Centre Academy Schools, boys and girls receive an
excellent education while mastering the coping skills that
enable them to succeed. And because of our broad academic
programs and focus on the individual, our students soon
begin to feel valued and valuable.

or other forms of higher education following their time with
us; their course of study includes extended work experience
and strong life skills support from highly specialised and
patient teachers.

Our Diploma students undertake a challenging curriculum
that leads to university admission. We have never had a
Diploma graduate who has not

gone directly to university.

Recent acceptances include the
University of London, University
of Edinburgh, Oxford Brookes,
Portsmouth, Plymouth,
Westminster, Middlesex,
Roehampton and Napier, just to
name a few.

THE KEY TO OUR SUCCESS

Too frequently people assume that ‘special needs’ is a designe
tion for children of limited ability. Nonsense. At the Centre
Academy Schools, the term ‘special needs’ is simply ou
acknowledgement that some children learn di erently from
the norm. It is our job to understand how a particular child
best learns and then to create programs and approaches tha
will enable that child to achieve his/her maximum. Our
success is not only re ected in test results and post-secondar
quali cations; it is also discernable in the sense of accomplish
ment our students have. =="=mmumr | EEmw

As they learn, they % Fl
master the coping
strategies that will allow
them to succeed within
both the academic and

con dence increases.
They begin to discover
their own talents and
strengths and unique
gifts. At that point, they
are ready to reclaim their
futures.

HOW DO WE DO IT?

Hard work and common sense and a strong commitment to
our students. We start with the knowledge that many people
with learning problems are bright and intelligent. Einstein

was one such person. So was Churchill. And Richard Bransc
Sir Jackie Stewart, Richard Dreyfus. And so it is with ol
students. Their di culties do not stem from laziness or any of
the usual explanations. Rather, there may be a language
impairment, a problem dealing with the symbols of written

English, an inability to process or comprehend information, to
name a few.

So testing and evaluation are essential. We then design
program tailored to meet the student’s individual needs and

learning style. Thus, a student may be taking an advance
Science or Maths course while simultaneously receiving
intensive instruction in fundamental communications skills.

Placement is based on need and level of current achieve
ment, not on a pre-conceived notion of where a student
should be at a given age.



